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Synopsis

Himbo: a male bimbo. Protire: leave a boring job to do something more interesting. Sheeple: people
who follow the crowd. These are just a few of the newly evolved words discussed and explained in
The Birds and Bees of Words, an entertaining, informative look at the ever-changing nature of the
English language. More than 1,000 words are featured on the bookA¢a -4,¢s list of new and
inventive words; nearly 30,000 more words are discussed in sections including a look at word roots
and how they are used in modern language; a list of words that are commonly misspelled or
misunderstood; and a style guide to usage rules and how and why they can be broken. Anyone who
is intrigued by language, who is fascinated by words, or who simply wants to use our language
clearly and effectively will enjoy The Birds and Bees of Words.Allworth Press, an imprint of
Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of books on the visual and performing arts, with
emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover subjects such as graphic design, theater, branding,
fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start careers, business and legal
forms, business practices, and more. While we don’t aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller
or a national bestseller, we are deeply committed to quality books that help creative professionals
succeed and thrive. We often publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the

author whose expertise can help our audience of readers.
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Customer Reviews

| liked reading the beginning of the book. | am glad to have it since | got it for a really low price. It will

be a handy reference. | was hoping for more explanations.

Very entertaining and informative..... a fun read for any reader or writer... or just anyone who loves

our language

Great book, very well writtren

This is a fabulous book, and it's easy to use. Common errors would be a thing of the past if more

people looked to Embree’s expertise.

The crafting of legible, literate sentences is a learned skill. A skill that separates the amateur from
the profession, the incoherent from the competent. "The Birds And Bees Of Words: A Guide To The
Most Common Errors In Usage, Spelling, And Grammar" by Mary Embree (a freelance editor,
successful author of six books, and founder of the Small Publishers Artists and Writers Network)
was specifically written to provide aspiring authors and practicing writers to communicate clearly
and correctly through the use of the written word. A thoroughly ’user friendly’ instructional guide to
21st Century American English, "The Birds And Bees Of Words" covers frequently misused words,
the parts of speech, word roots, common grammar mix-ups (and how to correct them), often
misspelled words, as well as brand new words and phrases. The perfect antidote to a flawed or
substandard public school English Department or classroom curriculum, "The Birds And Bees Of
Words" is especially recommended for school and community reference collections, as well as
anyone wanting to write professionally or personally with an authority and accuracy unmarred by

blunders of spelling or grammar or usage.

In our forgetfulness that English grammar and usage has evolved, Mary Embree makes a very
common sense point when she says, "What matters, is that our meaning is clear." The Birds and the
Bees of Words is an excellent reminder for those writers among us who cling to the old rules of

grammar fearing ending a sentence with a preposition or dangling participle. No one can appreciate



this more, than a writer whose main concern is to present their work as a pleasurable read. Most
engaging, if not downright fascinating, is Embree’s chapter on New Words and Phrases. Did you
know the newest Eleventh edition of the Merriam-Webster’'s Collegiate Dictionary contains 10,000
new words and more than 100,000 new meanings? For instance, papaphobia, meaning fear of the
Pope, or retrosexual, meaning a heterosexual male who does not spend a lot of time on his
appearance and lifestyle, he uses tools and can fix things, he has old-fashioned graces such as
opening doors for women, the opposite of metrosexual. This chapter alone is worth keeping
Embree’s book on my desk as a reference. | feel hip now.
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